
 
 

 

The Flemish Council of the Elderly 
 

      
 

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 

GIVING THE ELDERLY IN FLANDERS A VOICE  

 

Background 

In 1993 the Vlaams Ouderen Overleg Komitee vzw (OOK vzw) was set up as a platform for 

the older people’s organisations. The platform was bringing together organisations of people 

aged 60+ with different ideologies and political convictions. It was the intention to speak 

with one voice and to realise proposals that couldn’t be realised by the separate groups. The 

Vlaams Ouderen Overleg Komitee became the spokesman for all the elderly in Flanders.  

 

Advisory Board and platform 

The OOK asked an advisory board of the elderly on each political level. That’s why in 2004 

an important step was taken with the decree ‘Concerning the stimulation of an inclusive 

policy for the elderly in Flanders and the participation of the elderly’. Because the platform 

OOK was recognised by the government as a representative contact, it get the role of 

advisory board and became in 2005 the Flemish Council of the Elderly.  

 

The Flemish Council is the official advisory body of the Flemish Government on all matters 

concerning older and retired people and is also a platform of concertation for the 

organisations of people aged 60+. As advisory board the Flemish Council has also other 

objectives like inform the people (magazine – website), identify the needs of older people 

and cooperate on research related to elderly. As platform the Flemish Council of the Elderly 

wants to promote the interests of seniors and their organisations and to raise awareness 

about specific themes. The platform takes the initiative for the Elderly Week campaign. 

 

Composition  

The Council is composed of 44 persons. The member organisations elect their representatives 

at the Council and also four independent experts. At least 60 % are older than 60 years. The 

chairman is also an older person.  

 

Representative capacity 

The membership is composed of senior associations and other civil society organisations 

working with and for older or retired people, to give a strong and credible voice to their 

views, interests and needs. There are 30 member organisations. 
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How do we operate? 

The operation of the Flemish Council of the Elderly is based on the input of the elderly. 

Themes which are important for the Flemish elderly are discussed in the different 

committees. In these committees the representatives of the older people’s organisations and 

relevant experts prepare the advices and viewpoints. 
 

• Committee Income, Economy and Employment works around pensions, to ensure 

that older people have the right to a decent level of pension. The committee also looks 

at the situation of older workers and the senior market. 

• Committee International Elderly Policy follows the activities on the European and 

international level. The Flemish Council is a member of AGE, the European older 

people’s platform.  

• Committee Housing, Mobility and Safety discusses the housing conditions of the 

elderly and has also the intention to improve the mobility of the elderly. Not only 

transport systems and accessibility are items that are discussed here, but also the 

safety at home as well as in public domain. 

• Committee Sports stimulates sports and movement at old age. Sports activities have 

a positive influence on health. It’s important to raise awareness among the elderly, 

the policy makers and the sport services.  

• Committee Welfare, Health and Care deals with wellbeing, care giving and health 

related issues at home and in residential facilities.  

• Committee Culture, Lifelong learning and participation follows the developments 

in that domain. Older people’s learning means that they can continue developing on 

a personal level, have greater individual autonomy and make a more active and 

productive contribution to society. 

 

Elderly Week 

Each year the elderly organisations organise the Elderly Week during the third week of 

November. In this week local elderly organisations plan several activities for the elderly in 

their community. For that week the Flemish Council of the Elderly launches a theme on a 

specific topic related to elderly. The secretary prepares a brochure with content about the 

theme and a methodology, it's a help for the local advisory board. Organisations and local 

councils of the elderly can work on that theme for the next two years.  

 

In 2012 and 2013 the Flemish Council of the elderly will work around 'Active Ageing and 

solidarity between the generations'. The theme is approached from two angles. On the one 

hand the promoting of active ageing can be seen as a political answer to the social problems 

due to the demographic changes of society. In this context people often think about the 

affordability and social sustainability of the healthcare and pension systems that makes it 

necessary to work longer. The Flemish Council of the Elderly calls for a broad interpretation 

of 'Active Ageing' that focuses on the vast contribution of elderly to society for example the 

role of the elderly as informal carers, their many hours of voluntary work, their potential as 

consumers and their political role. The Flemish Council of the Elderly asks also special 

attention for the activity of the vulnerable and poor older people. 

   

More information 

Vlaamse Ouderenraad, Kathy Louagie 

E-mail: kathy.louagie@vlaamse-ouderenraad.be  

www.vlaamse-ouderenraad.be, www.ouderenweek.be 
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